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Capital Fund Campaign Begins .....

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s:

Our congregation made an historic decision in May regarding the future of our
beloved congregation.  After praying to the Lord for guidance and wisdom, the
unanimous vote that was taken firmly stated that we desire to remain in our present
church building rather than to sell the entire property.  Therefore we look forward with
eagerness and joy to continue our mission and ministry in Jesus’ Name from this
location as we reach out to our neighborhood and community.  I am sure that there are
many relieved and happy folks in our midst as we fellowship with one another in faith
and love.

At the same time, our remaining here also means that we now have a certain
and important responsibility, that is, not only to plan a vibrant and Gospel-centered
ministry, but also to maintain and improve both the building and our property.  Both
aspects of this trust from our gracious God – mission to people and upkeep of property – 
require constant and caring support.  You will be receiving reports and requests
regarding our perceived requirements to carry out our ministry in the future, but this letter is written to seek your support for the care of
our building and property.  The leadership of St. John’s is grateful for all the gifts that have been received in the past that have kept our
property in good shape as a witness to our neighbors.  With the age of our two main buildings (educational unit constructed in 1968
and the sanctuary in 1984), we face some important challenges regarding repairs and updates.  We come to you for your immediate
help.

Our financial gifts given in Christian freedom and love can do remarkable things when they are transformed into ministry and
mission.  Our God is a generous God – a God who has been revealed in Jesus as the One who deeply and passionately loves us.  Our
God is a God of transformation – who changes us, and through us, changes the world.

Our approved Capital Fund Campaign is an invitation to share the love and power of God with others as we repair and
refurbish the interior and exterior parts of our building.  In the coming weeks you will receive information about all the needs to be
addressed in the future.  The immediate need is installing a new roof by this winter.

To this end we have set an initial goal of $150,000.00, and we
count on our members responding in kind.  Each of us is being challenged to
take some bold steps in order to remain where we are and to expand our
ministry well into the future.  We would invite you to join our leaders and
their families in our congregation’s decision by increasing the size of our
financial gifts in the coming year, whether by giving a major gift or
increasing your weekly/monthly offering to the Lord (or both).

This is great time of great possibility for our congregation and the
future of our mission in Christ, in gratitude to our loving God.

We thank you for your generous support in the past.  Giving in the
manner that so many do does not simply happen – it is the result of faith,
trust, intentional choices, and a life of discipline in the Name of Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.  Giving is where we find the true meaning and purpose for

our lives, a discovery that many have already made and, we pray, more will discover as time moves on.  Let us, by His grace, as living
stones upon the One Cornerstone, Jesus Christ, work and witness together for a blessed future for the sake of His Church!

Generously, in our dear Redeemer’s Name,



From the Pastor . . . 

Dear Friends in Christ:

The following is an excerpt from
my sermon of June 27th for your edification,
with some minor changes:

Do you have answers for all the
situations arising from day to day?  What are
you worried about?  What are you facing,
today, tomorrow, or this week?  What risk
factors threaten your health or well-being? 
How about your concerns for the welfare of
family members, friends, or co-workers?

A day does not go by when our
faith is not being tested in one way or
another.

This is why we need to go to
church every Sunday.  I am saying this as a
pastor, but also as one who genuinely is
affected by events and conditions in that outer world and earnestly yearns for the safety and solace of hearing God’s holy and loving
Word within His beloved community every week!

The bad news out there in the world where we live the other days of the week is breakneck and bleak.  And our own minds
and hearts so often annoy us with our own bad news stuff.

This is why Christians continue to show up in church.  This is why I hope YOU are
going to church – not out of obligation, or duty, or – heaven forbid! –  when you feel like it!  
This is where we can hear some good news in a bad news world.  

This is where we can tune in to God’s gracious Word.  And, for Christians, this Word
is all good, even when we hear the Law that points out our sinfulness and the judgment we
deserve, because the Gospel is proclaimed to repentant sinners delivering God’s total and
unconditional forgiveness and eternal life in Christ – which is utterly, completely, and joyously
good!

In addition, the whole Divine Service that we follow in our worship life is organized
around the Word of God, His Divine Service to us.  The Word of God is how He delivers the
goods – that is, the good news of Jesus Christ that affirms our existence unconditionally and

grants us total forgiveness and the promise of healing and life eternal – gifts that the world cannot give, nor can our own minds and
hearts ever conjure up.

Right here in this assembly, as a family of faith, as a loving community beloved of God Himself, we hear the promises of
Jesus in His Word, and He touches us with His forgiveness and life as we confess and turn our sins over to Him.  

His Word is also the means by which we touch Him as we receive the bread and wine of the Sacrament, thereby eating and
drinking the life-giving and life-preserving body and blood of Jesus Christ, so that we are uplifted and healed spiritually and even
physically.

Final Thoughts:  We are now in a “post-covid” period in our nation, and most
restrictions about public gatherings have been lifted.  There is now no compelling reason to
refrain from “in-person” fellowship or to continue with “virtual” fellowship via online
programming (unless one is homebound or sick).  If anyone is understandably reticent about
returning to church on Sundays (the covid restrictions lasted a long time!), please feel free to
talk to our pastors or any other fellow member so that we may work out a friendly and freely-
made decision to participate in the beloved and spirited community to which Christ Jesus has
called us.

Have a great summer!  Keep the SON in your eyes!



From Pastor Carpenter . . . 

The Psalms are not only full of great highs, but also it is full of great lows.  Psalm 23 says, “I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death.” The beginning of Psalm13 says, “How long, O Lord? Will you utterly forget me? How long will you hide your
face from me?  How long shall I harbor sorrow in my soul, grief in my heart day after day?  How long will my enemy triumph
over me?” And, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Have you ever found yourself relating to these kinds of Psalms from
time to time? I know I have! My sinful nature daily fights against the new
nature that has been given to me in Christ; in Holy Baptism.

Also, some of our lows come from the world. We are in a world that
is hostile to God and his children more than ever. As long as you are in this
world, Christian friend, you will have trouble. You will have lows.

And there is the devil, that old evil foe that gives us constant woe. As
we go about our day in this Christian life, the devil continues to bombard us
with his accusative voice of condemnation.

What is your defense, member of St John? What is holding you
together?  What do you do when you are in the valley? Where do you go in
your times of trouble?

Do you try with all your might to do the right thing each and every
day?  Do you find yourself hunkering down in your home and hope that the world will go away? Do you find yourself hoping that the
world will soon get better enough for you to come out? What is your defense when the devil is pressing down upon you and heaping
your sins upon you? Do you try to dialogue with him and rationalize or minimize things?  Or worse, do you try to do better next time?

Dear friend, God is your only hope as you walk in the valleys. He is your only hope in your fight against your sinful nature
that wants to come back up out of the waters. Only God can protect you from the trouble of the world.  Only God can defend you from
the evil one and his accusations.  But you may ask, “Pastor, what do you mean?” How is God my hope in the valleys? How does God
protect me from the troubles of the world? How does God defend me from the devil?

Dear friend, God came down from glory in the person of Jesus Christ and is with you. He is with you in Word and Sacrament.
And where is the Word given and the Sacraments administered? Yes, in the Divine Service, every single Sunday at St. John Lutheran
Church.  The sanctuary is the high place where God comes to meet us! Here in the Divine Service, God meets each one of you. You
enter the high place by the means of your Baptism, for each Divine Service begins in the name of the Triune God behind the baptismal
font. This is the same name that is put upon you in Baptism.

Then, in Confession and Absolution, you confess that you are by nature sinful and unclean. You confess that you have blown
it and sinned in thought, word, and deed. And as you confess, you hear God’s word of pardon. This word of forgiveness drowns again
the old sinful nature. This word of forgiveness for Jesus’ sake goes with you as you go back out into the low valley of the world after
the service.

But God continues to be with you in the divine service by calling the Pastors of St John to proclaim His holy Word directly to
you. In his Word, you hear that though the world seems to have victory over you throughout the week, God has won you the victory in
Jesus Christ.  For the rest of Psalm 13 says, “But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I
will sing to the LORD, because he has dealt bountifully with me.” The rest of this Psalm directs our faith to the love of Christ. The
love that drove him to lay down his life on your behalf. And it is on account of this that you rejoice. And you can only sing in the high
places of praise to the LORD, because he has dealt bountifully with you on account of his Son.

Also, Jesus has come to you in the high place of the Divine Service in the bread and wine. He comes in simple bread and wine
to give you strength, forgiveness, and life.  Only then does He send you back down the valley where the devil seems to be waiting for
you. But as Psalm 23 says dear friend, you shall fear no evil. Even the evil one himself.  For Christ is with you. Christ’s kingly rod and
shepherd’s staff is with you in the valley. He is there with you fighting the devil on your behalf. He has not forsaken you. He has won
the victory.

God’s Word and Sacraments are the only means by which we live this Christian life of highs and lows. Since in the Divine
Service you receive His Word and Sacraments, it is with upmost importance that we gather together as brothers and sisters in Christ,
and make our way to the high place of the sanctuary of God. There He gives us His gifts of pardon, strength, salvation, and life for our
walks in the valleys that are ever before us.

The Divine Service is the foundation and guide on how we conduct ourselves during the week. We come to the high place of
the Divine Service in Baptism. This is how we come to the high places during the week away from the sanctuary. And when we come
to the high places during our week, we continue to confess our sins and receive pardon from God, and once again, our sinful nature is
drowned and put to death. We come to the high place during our week and hear the same life-giving Word that is heard in the Divine
Service. We daily read and hear His Word, for it is our only means for our fight against our sinful nature, the world, and the devil
himself. In doing so, we partake of the Word that became flesh, which is similar to the partaking of Him in the Lord’s Supper.

This is the Christian life, dear friend. It is a life of highs and lows. But the Lord is with you always. He is with you in the
Divine Service. He is with all of us as we leave and walk in the valleys which He has called us into.



RETURNING TO NORMAL PRACTICES 
IN OUR WORSHIP LIFE

  Now that coronavirus restrictions have been lifted
(effective June 2nd), we have
gradually returned to normal
practice.  This means:

H y m n a l s ,
Communion Cards, offering
envelopes, and pencils are in
the pews.  

B ul l e t ins  a r e
handed out by ushers, and
the Offering will be taken during the Divine Service.  

Before the Divine Service, please speak softly in the
narthex for the sake of those already seated in the sanctuary
preparing to worship.  

At the very least, please wait until the announcements
are over before entering the Sanctuary itself. 

Sanctuary seating is at your discretion since the tape has
been removed from every other pew.  

The Center for Disease Control encourages those who
have not been vaccinated encouraged to wear a mask indoors.

We encourage everyone to show Christian kindness
during this transition period.  

We appreciate your cooperation as we meet for
fellowship as a family of faith.

CONTINUOUS COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Is practiced for the time being as we transition back to
normal.  An Usher will direct
selected worshipers pew by pew
to approach the baptismal font
where the pastor will administer
the host (bread), and then
worshipers will move to the right
or the left to lift the individual
cups from the trays, and, after
drinking the wine, will place the

cups in the baskets on their way back to their pews along the side
aisle.  For the time being, we will continue to offer only
individual cups as we eventually return to normal.  Pastor Telloni
or Carpenter will continue to drink from the chalice (common
cup).  We will restore the option of the Common Cup soon. 
Servers will also wear masks.

PARENTS AND CHILDREN IN CHURCH

Please ensure that very
young children write on pads of
paper from the Busy Bags
(provided in the narthex) and not
on Communion Cards or Offering
Envelopes. Thank you kindly for
your cooperation!

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY

The next quarterly Voters’ Assembly Meeting will be
held on Sunday, July 25, 2021, immediately after the Divine
Service in the Fellowship Hall.  The agenda will include regular
reports of officers and boards and
updates regarding Property Matters,
Vision and Planning for Mission
and Ministry, and our revised
Constitution and Bylaws.  All
communicant members 18 and
above are eligible to vote, and all
are invited to express their
opinions.  Please make sure to put this on your calendar.

H.A.R.P.  
“Helping Appalachian Rural People”

H.A.R.P.  is a “Recognized Service Organization” of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  The new Executive

Director is Miachael Leininger.   
Even  tho ugh  the  HARP
presentation was cancelled on June
22nd, we would still like to
encourage donations of the
following items:  Blankets/Quilts;
Baby Supplies; Cleaning Supplies;
Paper Products; School Kits
(Notebooks; 30 Centimeter Ruler;
Pencils - sharpened; Eraser; Blunt

Scissors; Black or Blue Ball point pens (no gel ink); Crayons,
box of 16 or 24; Drawstring Cloth Bag - no standard backpacks;
Personal Care Kits (Bath Towels; Bar Soap; Toothbrushes;
Combs; Nail Clippers).   Please bring your items to the Project
Central table in the Gathering Place.  A box is located in the
Gathering Place.  We hope to have Mr. Leininger visit sometime
in the future on a Sunday morning.  Wouldn’t it be nice to have
a load of needed items for the people of Southwest Ohio and
Western Virginia that he can take back to HARP headquarters in
Caldwell, Ohio?  So please prayerfully consider bringing some
donations this month and August!

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Led by Debbie Stocker,
will meet on July 12th & 26th and
finish up on August 9th at 9:15 am
in Room 104 and finish up
studying the Book of John. 
Lessons can be mailed out if you
are on vacation.

MARTHA SOCIETY MEETING

The Officers of the Martha
Society will have a  planning meeting on
Monday, July 12th, at 10:30 am.



MOBILE SNACK COMMITTEE

Thank you to Jeanette Tennant
for baking Strawberry Shortcakes for 17
people on Wednesday, June 23rd.  Our
drivers were: Gene Stocker; Gloria
Pavelzik; Deb Stocker & Rosemary Sedjo. 
If you would like to “sign up” for making
baked goods, see Rosemary Sedjo or

Debbie Stocker.  The committee will mobilize again on
Wednesday, July 28th.  

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH
CEDAR POINT TRIP! 

We are planning a trip to CEDAR POINT the last week
of July!   The cost  is $49.99 per person plus tax.  You can either
pack a lunch or bring money to
purchase lunch at the park.   Please be
at the church no later than 8:00 am. 
We will  have a quick breakfast ready
to grab and go and eat on the road for
you!  If you have any questions,
please see Shannon Carpenter. 

ATTENTION ADULTS

Are you an adult interested in helping?  There are plenty
of ways: We NEED adult chaperones!!  Let us know if you can

join us!  Do you like to bake?  We
would love some  muffins or something
to quickly grab for breakfast in the
morning.  Or how about some cookies
to go with our lunch?  Or if you would
like to bring in bottled water/drinks for
us to stay hydrated!  Lastly, If you
would like to sponsor a youth to be able

to go - or even contribute to their cost of going - that would also
be greatly appreciated!  Questions, please see Shannon
Carpenter.

THANK YOU’S 

“To our St. John’s Family:
Keith and I are so grateful for your
prayers, cards, and encouragement
during my period of limited mobility
and the hip replacement surgery! 
The Lord is so gracious!  I am able
to walk better and stand taller.  Your kind expressions of care
and concern have been so appreciated!  

- Thank you, Keith & Janet Graber.” 
To the following who returned hymnals, cards,

envelopes, and pencils to the sanctuary pew racks this past
month:  Mary Foulks; Dennis Lillich; Larry Meyer; Gail Mizeres;
Gloria Pavelzik; and Rosemary Sedjo.

To Rosemary Sedjo and Mary Foulks who volunteered
to serve in the Church Office for vacationing Kathleen DeFine,
our Administrative Assistant; to various individuals who have
been seen doing yard work around the church lately; and to the
regular mowing crew this spring and summer!  May God bless! 
 

SELC DISTRICT

Pastor Telloni attended via ZOOM the summer meeting
of the SELC District Board of Directors held at Concordia

Lutheran Church of Macungie,
PA, on Monday, July 28th and
Tuesday, July 29th   This is the
congregation served by District
President, Rev. Wally Vinovskis. 
On the agenda for this meeting 
was consideration by the board

of the revised Constitution and Bylaws of our congregation,
which was presented by the District’s Constitutional Review
Committee for their  recommendation.  The Board then accepted
the document, which means that it will be presented to the
congregation for acceptance at the next quarterly meeting of the
Voters’ Assembly.  Pastor Telloni serves the district as Secretary
and also as Chairman of the Student Aid Committee (which
issues grants-in-aid to students preparing for full-time church
work at our synod’s colleges, universities, and seminaries.  

VBS 2021: “GOD’S WONDER LAB!”

The old saying is true,
“Time flies when your having
fun!” This year’s VBS is officially
in the record books!  We served 31
students this year. Also, 3 adults
joined the VBS Adult Bible Study.
There were 22 adults, 2 pastors,
and 6 teen volunteers.  As recent

tradition, this year’s offering goes to Rev. Jacob Gaugert who is
serving in Togo, West Africa. The grand total this year was
$609.05!  Pray that the offering will go to extend God’s
Kingdom to the ends of the earth.   Thank you to everyone who
volunteered their time to make this year’s VBS a success!  To
God be the glory!

VBS 2021 ROSTER:  Director: Rosemary Sedjo;
Assistant Director: Shannon Carpenter;  Marketing: Arlene
Guynn,  Shannon Carpenter,  Pastor Carpenter; Decorations:
Holly & Greg Sturm, Victoria & Isabella Sturm, Ivan Sturm;
Registration: Connie Ribaudo; Opening/Closing: Pastor
Carpenter; Crafts: Rosemary Sedjo; Storytelling: Janet & Keith
Graber; Music: Dr. Lewis Porter; Snacks: Gail Mizeres, Connie
Ribaudo; Games: Dennis Lillich, Frank Pershing; Adult Bible
Class: Pastor Telloni, Pastor Carpenter; Early Childhood Group
Leader: Denise Ryder; Early Elementary Group Leader: Mary
Kay Pershing, Erin Goode; Elementary Group Leader: Gloria
Pavelzik; Adult Helpers: Shannon Carpenter, Laurie Houston,
Hannah Lude, Debbie Stocker, Diane Sturm; Teen Volunteers:
Ben & Sam Villalva, Morgan and Myla Williams, Victoria &
Isabella Sturm.


