
“‘I Myself’ Is with Us” 

(Text: Luke 24:36-49) 

St. John Lutheran Church, Massillon, Ohio, April 18, 2021 – 

The Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Grace, peace and mercy from God our Father, and from our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

Christ is risen, he is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

I can’t imagine what the disciples were going through after Christ’s death upon the cross. 

Just think about it. The disciples where with Jesus for three years. They saw a lot of miracles. 

They were taught many things from their master. And they experienced many things, good and 

bad.  

But now their master was dead. All the disciples I’m sure were confused. The women 

said that they went to the tomb and found it empty, and that angels told them he has risen. But 

none of the disciples saw Jesus in the flesh. It seems they wanted to believe, but they’re having a 

hard time buying into the fact that Jesus truly did rise bodily from the dead. Who could fault 

them? Someone coming back from the dead after three days in the grave doesn’t happen. 

I’m sure they were scared that they would soon be killed by the religious leaders. And I 

bet they were scared in the manner by which they would be killed. For if Jesus was crucified, 

then most likely his followers would also be nailed to a cross. It didn’t seem to be a good time to 

be a disciple of Jesus... 

Even today, it doesn’t seem that it’s a good time to be a Christian, one of his disciples. 

Times have changed dear friend. Church attendance is low, and that’s not just here at St. John. 
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The reason why people aren’t coming to hear God’s Word and receive his Sacraments, is that 

they don’t care about God, and what he has to say and give. Notice I didn’t say they don’t want 

to come to “Church.” There are “Churches” where people don’t mind going. But the “Churches” 

that offer repentance and the forgiveness of sins, those are places a lot of people don’t want to go 

to. They don’t want to hear about repentance and forgiveness, for it implies that they are sinners 

and need a Savior. Many people could care less about your Jesus and what he did for you and 

them.  

Our culture continues to grow hostile against God. When will you be next dear friend? 

When will you say or do something that will get you into trouble? What price are you willing to 

pay for Christ? I can tell you this, things may just get worse.  

If we’re honest with ourselves, we should be a little fearful. We should be a little fearful 

for ourselves and especially for Christians who will go before us long after we’ve been called 

home. How many have children? How many have grandkids and great grandkids? Do you think 

it’s going to get worse or better for them as they live the life of Christ in a hostile world? 

How often do you feel a little intimidated around other people who are not Christian? 

You might say, “Pastor, I don’t get fearful.” Well, how about we go the parts of your city that 

have high crime rates and preach repentance and the forgiveness of sins. Or just for starters, we 

can hang out with them on their own turf. You see, it’s a little easy to say we’re not scared when 

we’re around people who’re just like us. 

Perhaps there are some who’re fearful of their spouse. There may be conflict when asked 

for them to come to hear the gospel of repentance and the forgiveness of sins, and not some 
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inspirational pep talk. Has it upset the apple cart all too often and it becomes a little fearful 

asking them to join? I can see how this situation can cause some fear. 

Or maybe you have a son or daughter that was baptized and even confirmed in the faith, 

but has chosen to throw that all away. Maybe you feel a little fearful to talk to them about their 

spiritual health, because all it does is bring conflict and hostility. 

Or maybe you’re a little fearful around your friends who aren’t Christian. They may look 

at you funny or get very upset with you when you don’t agree with them on moral and spiritual 

issues. Maybe you’re fearful to speak up and challenge them on their thinking. Maybe you’ve 

tried and it has only caused strife in your friendship. Or maybe you have lost a friend, or 

boyfriend/girlfriend because of your faith in Christ. It hurts to lose friends and people in our 

lives. It’s much easier to go with the flow and not against it. Paddling up stream is not fun at all. 

And maybe you have come to doubt that Jesus is with you wherever you go. I really want 

you to think about this... Let’s be honest. Have there been times when you looked around and 

thought, “Lord, are you seeing what I’m seeing? Do you care? Are you even there?” I’ll be 

honest. There are times when I doubt. I’m devastated and heartbroken over the loss of millions of 

unborn children. I’m a dad... and it breaks my heart to picture the slicing of little tiny children 

who’re made in the image of God. Doubt can begin to build up and I begin to question that God 

cares about what’s going on. 

Doubt can creep in when I continue to read the news of all the subtle persecutions of 

Christians in our society. I get frustrated at times and ask God to come down and do something 

for all of this injustice and double standards put upon those who confess Christ.  
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Sometimes I doubt when I hear of martyrdom in other countries. Gruesome persecution 

of Christians who confess their faith in the face of death. If you’re not fearful of anything, try 

being in situations where if you don’t renounce Jesus, your family will be put to death.  

Dear friend...I know this may go in one ear and out the other. But truly hear me when I 

say this. Jesus is with you. Jesus said to the disciples, “‘Why are you troubled, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself.’” Dear friend, I 

know each of you know this, but take this straight to your heart. Jesus, the one who said, “It is I 

myself,” is with you. 

In this moment, he is with you to cast out your fear and give you peace. The disciples 

were startled and frightful. And rightly so. They knew what was ahead of them. But they were 

able to have peace because their Lord was alive, and that he promises to be with them. Jesus 

went to great length to bring his frightened disciples peace amid the coming and present storms.  

 And dear friend, he is with you. Right now, in this very moment...Were two or three 

gathers together, Jesus says that there he will be in their midst. You and I have gathered in his 

name and he is truly among us. And since he is with us right now, we can have peace. For since 

he is truly with us, we are forgiven of our sins when we hear his word of absolution. Hear it 

again dear friend. On account of Jesus’ life death and resurrection, YOU ARE FORGIVEN... 

This word “you” is singular. The absolution of your sins is pronounced to you. Receive his peace 

child, through the hearing of his pardon. May it literally go through your ears and straight to your 

heart. This is the only way we can share and give peace to others.  

In this moment, he is with you to strengthen your faith when you struggle with doubt. 

Jesus shows the disciples his hands and feet and says to them that, “It is I myself.” He not only 
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shows them but calls them to touch and see. And Luke says that the disciples still disbelieved for 

joy and were marveling. It’s as if they want to believe, but they still struggle. So, Jesus out of his 

great love, goes the extra mile and has a meal with them. He eats the piece of broiled fish before 

them to cast all doubt from them. 

 And dear friend, Jesus says to you now, “Why are you troubled, and why do you doubt? 

Touch me, and see.” The living Lord can be touched and seen in bread and wine. Hold his true 

body in your hand. Feel it, it’s no allusion or a spirit. See his true blood in the cup that you drink. 

This blood is for you to drink in order for you to receive the forgiveness of your sins. Do not 

doubt his words in the Lord’s Supper dear friend.  

May his meal give you peace in the midst of your doubts. Pay attention very closely with 

your eyes and ears. For on the altar, you can see him and you can hear the pastor say to you, 

“The peace of the Lord be with you always.” He is not far away. He is not dead, but risen. He is 

with you always, even to the ends of the earth.  

And in this moment, he is with you to give you understanding and to send you back out 

into the world by the power of his Holy Spirit. Like the two disciples on the way to Emmaus, the 

disciples’ minds were opened to understand the Scriptures, the O.T. They testified to Jesus’ life, 

death and resurrection, and that the gospel of repentance and the forgiveness of sins be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations. These disciples and all those who go before them, are 

empowered by the promise of the Father. This empowerment of the promised Spirit is the only 

means by which all of Jesus’ disciples come to repentance and can bear witness about him.  

This is the way of God’s children. This is your way of life friend...Your mind and eyes 

are opened as you look at Scripture through the lens of the crucified and risen Christ. Your life 
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started not at your physical birth, but at your baptism. There you were made his child and given 

the Spirit that empowers you to live. Through the daily hearing of the gospel, the Spirit brings 

you back to the baptismal waters of repentance and forgiveness of sins. This is the way of death 

and life. This life is wrought by the Holy Spirit, the spirit that the Father promised to be given in 

baptism. You are clothed for your life’s journey to bear witness of Christ’s life, death and 

resurrection.  

He alone, and no other brings people to repentance, forgiveness of sins, and peace with 

God. Just as you were...No spiritual pep talks. No intellectual knowledge. Not even the 

established authorities can bring lost people to repentance and forgiveness. Only the Holy Spirit 

through the Words of Christ. For Paul is correct when he said that faith comes by hearing and 

hearing through the word of Christ. 

And dear friend, along your journey, you will have unrest, trouble, and doubt. For Jesus 

has sent you into a world that is full of chaos and no peace. But you’re his child. And in the 

midst of this world, you have peace in his name. For the one who said to his disciples, “it is I 

myself,” is with you always... 

Christ is risen, he is risen indeed. Alleluia. In the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

Pastor Jon Carpenter 


