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John 15:9-17:    9 [Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I
have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants,
for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you
will love one another.”

Today’s Gospel text is a continuation of Jesus’ teaching and encouragement from last week’s Gospel Lesson.
If you recall, we heard Jesus say, “I am the Vine; you are the branches.”  Attached to the true Vine and abiding

in Jesus, we will thus bear much fruit.
Today Jesus goes on to explain that this fruit is filled with His lavish love that enriches the lives of others, and so

we consider the sermon theme: “As Jesus loved me, So Have I Loved ...”
Question:  How does this work out in our everyday lives in our workaday world?
Have you seen the TV commercial produced by the Shriners’ Hospitals for Children?  It opens with the cute little

host named Caleb asking the other children in the hospital, “What is love?  
Then these adorable kids give answers like, “Love is – I don’t know – Puppies? ... Love is Candy! ... Um, I got

nothing! – call the Love Doctor ... Love is somebody who likes someone ... love makes people laugh ... love is able to
stand ... love is being independent ... love is dancing! ... love is a new smile ... love is a new prosthetic leg ...”

At the end little Caleb says, “And love is so much more!”
Well, yes it is!  As much as these answers from those darling kids with various challenging disabilities are “right

on,” real love indeed is “so much more!”
In fact, more than we can ever imagine!
So where do we start?  Let us go back to that Upper Room where Jesus is sitting at table with His disciples on the

night before His death.  The Passover ritual has been observed, the new Holy Communion meal has been established, and
Jesus promises to prepare a place in heaven for them and to return to take them there to live with Him forever.

He further promises to send the Holy Spirit to teach and comfort them while He is gone and to lead them into all
the truth as they carry out their new calling.

But Jesus has some complicated and arduous work to accomplish – meaning His death on the cross for the sins of
the world.  This is a task that only He can achieve, a sacrifice that only He can offer to the Father in payment for the sin
of all mankind.

Jesus has more to say about this unique and extravagant love a little bit later, but first He must prepare His
disciples properly for the sacred transfer of new life that will deconstruct and destroy the old life we all inherited from
our first parents.

After talking about the fruit that appears when the branches are abiding in the vine, Jesus says, “As the Father
has loved Me, so have I loved you.” 

Now Jesus has loved us in more ways than we  can count, but there is so much more.  He will love them and us to
death – literally! – and soon the disciples will see it and know it with their own eyes!

But immediately Jesus commands them, “Abide in My love.”
The same divine love, from the mind of God to the mind of Jesus, is now possible to dwell in the minds of His

disciples and us.  
Yes, we can live in Jesus’ love!  That is the effect of the word “abide”  – to live inside that love, to partake of

that love, to be absorbed by that love so that it is alive in us.  “As Jesus has loved me, so I can love others!”
How is this possible?
Jesus says that those who are keeping His commandments, which simply means doing what Jesus does and living
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like He does, are abiding in His love, and thus His love is seen in how they live each day, “just as I have kept My
Father’s commandments and abide in His love,” Jesus says.

Abiding in Jesus’ love in the real world will create a real joy in our hearts, a joy that delights in the Son and His
Father and rejoices in the freedom of serving others as Jesus has served others.

You know, most folks, and even some Christians, have this idea that they must first be happy, or find happiness,
before they can follow Jesus and serve Him in word and deed.

That attitude is like putting the cart before the horse.  Happiness or joy is a result, a consequence, of doing what
God commands, or better said, loving others as Jesus has loved us, with His love living in us, no matter whether the
reaction in others or ourselves is positive or negative, and so living and loving like Jesus will have its own reward –
which is true joy – the happiness we desire and seek!

And so many are looking for love in all the wrong places.  Again, putting the cart before the horse!  
As Jesus has loved us, so we love Jesus – that is our first love.  He loved us first, and He showed us His love, not

just in words, but in deeds.  
In the Shriners’ Hospital’s commercial, little Caleb refers to love “coming to the rescue”; in this case, of course,

helping ailing and disabled children.
Well, Jesus’ love came to the rescue – to rescue us!  That was the very reason why the Father in love sent His

only Son into the world, to manifest His love to rescue sinful mankind from sin, death, and the devil.
Talk about going to the mat for someone!  Jesus went to the mat for the whole world and its sin, and assailed the

devil who was devilishly devoted to destroying Him and preventing Him from accomplishing His mission!
That is true love – yes, the love of the Father Who sent Jesus, and the love of Jesus Himself – love to the rescue,

not only for some temporary joy and blessing, but for this temporal life and the heavenly life beyond – for eternity!
God is love, St. John says in his First Letter.  The Father is love.  Jesus, His Son, who is also God, is love.  
And Jesus did what His Father commanded.  His command is embodied in the Son – Jesus in love obeys His

Father in all things.  That is what love is and what love does.  Love comes to the rescue of others!
And Jesus gave only one commandment which sums up the whole of God’s Law, His plan for all those He

created – He said, “Love one another, as I have loved you.”
And yes, that love is most exemplified in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  And it is done, not for a trophy, not for

His own joy and satisfaction, but for those whom He created and loved, despite their sin and rebellion.
Listen to Jesus: “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down His life for his friends.”
Love, above all, according to Jesus, is always looking to the welfare of others, giving oneself for others, serving

the needs of others.
And He calls those He serves His “friends.”  Not servants, slaves, lackeys, lowlifes, enemies!  
No!  His love reaches out to all so that they may be redeemed and restored to a right relationship with Him – as

friends – brotherly love of the highest order!
And as Jesus states:  “You are My friends if you do what I command you.”
Isn’t that a remarkable statement?  Maybe even a bit strange – Jesus calling us “friends”?
How do you and I usually talk about Jesus?  I think we are very comfortable talking about Him as Christ, our

Savior, our Redeemer, our Lord, our King, our Good Shepherd, Our Resurrection and Life, but – our “Friend”?
It kind of seems odd, doesn’t it? Well, we do sing the hymn, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.”
Yet “friend” is exactly what Jesus calls us, and He used this word for the first time on the night before He gave

His life into death on the cross for those fearful and cowardly disciples and, in fact, for you and me here in this season of
fear and anxiety about a lot of things going on around us in this world.

Jesus is engaged in a long and intimate conversation with His disciples on that doleful night when He was
betrayed into the hands of His enemies.  He is preparing for His death, and He has to tell these agitated men several
times, “Let not your hearts be troubled.”

But they were.  And their troubles and doubts would rise even more when things got ugly, and their dreams of
peace and a glorious Kingdom were shattered as their Passover celebration ends with the tragic and agonizing death of
their Master.

In the midst of all this doom and gloom, the loving and caring Savior tells them what is really happening and
what will result – a love that saves! – an act they eventually would never forget and which moved them to change the
world!

Also in this conversation in the Upper Room, Jesus reminds His disciples that He has called them, chosen them,
commanded them, and promised blessings to them, but above all, He has “loved” them – beyond washing their feet all
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the way to washing their souls and lives clean.
Jesus’ astonishing act of dying for all people on that fateful Friday is the greatest love ever seen in the world –

and He was doing it all for His “friends.”
Friends!  Beloved friends!  Of all the things that Jesus ever said and did, this is the greatest mystery of all – His

suffering, death, burial, and resurrection – all for them, His friends – to win them back and to restore a loving and
perpetual relationship with Him.

By this love demonstrated at the cross, they are forgiven.  By this love, they are made friends.  Friends of God!
Now, before we start thinking about what being a friend of Jesus means, and before we determine what our

personal relationship with Him is going to be, let us stay with our text and Jesus’ own outline of His friendship with us
and what it means for our lives and our actions.

Jesus’ words to His disciples encourage us to meditate on this friendship as He contrasts the life of a friend and
the life of a servant. 

Jesus tells them, “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I
have called you friends, for all that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.”

Here is the difference between a servant and a friend.  A servant does not know the mind of his master or boss, or
what he is thinking.  He simply follows orders.  

If his master says, “Do this,” he does it.  If he says, “Go,” he goes.  If he says, “Stay,” he stays.  No questions
asked.  He just does what he is told.  No reason – just doing it.

On the other hand, a friend is different.  A friend knows more than a servant, and so a friend does things
differently.

Now, the outward action or behavior may be the same, but the friend does it because he is loved.  He knows the
heart of the one he is serving and his service flows from that personal love.

The relationship is mutual.  Love is tossed back and forth in service to each other.  Love is assumed and the
friendship remains and grows.  Nothing is too small or large for mutual aid and comfort.

Are you getting the idea here, spiritually?  The ways of a Christian are strange to the world.  For many people,
Christianity is a bunch of rules and regulations, things that must be done or one will be punished.  Or Christians are too
strict and do things that do not seem enjoyable or worthwhile.

Why do we do what we do?  How do we respond to these false accusations?
So often, and I hear this sometimes, we answer the question as if we were servants and not friends.  That is, we

go to church, we say our prayers, we go to the Lord’s Table, we extend mercy and kindness to others because we are told
to do so, or we simply say, “Well, that’s just the way it is.”

Now, and here’s the thing, what would our conversations sound like if we were to say something like this: “I am
doing this because Jesus is my Friend and I love Him”?

Yes, we go to church, pray, take Communion, show mercy to the poor and others, because we are Jesus’ friends,
His beloved friends.

Jesus Christ chose us, He says, and we did not choose Him; He chose us to make us friends.  He rescued us from
the spiritual junk pile and the great abyss.  He suffered and died and rose from the dead for us.  He did this because He
loves us.  He IS love!

We do not know everything that God is doing and why.  His ways are way beyond our understanding.
But we do know one thing about Jesus:  He died and rose to make us friends!  His love compelled Him to do so

willingly and joyfully!
Since Jesus has risen from the dead – Alleluia! – His love never ends.  He is always working, extending His grace

through Word and Sacraments, proclaiming His salvation, and offering blessings, so that others who do not know Him,
those who have questions about Him, those who are enemies of Him, might be forgiven and become friends.

The world around us is slowly changing.  Values and ways of life are continuing to stray very far from our
Christian faith and life, and people will have Christians questions, like, “Why do you do all that?”

One answer would be that we are doing what the Church and the Scriptures teach.  We are told to do these things
and we obey.

This is one way to answer, and in some sense, it is right.  But I do not think that it goes far enough.
Another answer, and this is the answer that Jesus gives us, is that He is our Friend.  “Why do you do that, Why do

you live that way?” the world asks, and our answer is, “Because I am a friend of Jesus.”
Beginning right there, we are at the heart of it all: the heart of our relationship with Jesus and the heart of what

Jesus desires for all people.
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Abiding in Him, abiding in His love, abiding in His Word, abiding in the promises of our Baptism, abiding in the
nourishment of His Holy Supper, we carry out Jesus’ own theme, “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. 
Abide in My love.”

This love is expressed in our personal lives with our families, church, and friends, and then into the extended
world of work, school, and civic life.  To paraphrase St. John, we love, because Jesus loved us.

Jesus loves me, and so I love ...
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

– Pastor John L. Telloni
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