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Jesus says a profound thing to his disciples in Mark 10:23-31. He says that a camel has a 

better chance of going through the eye of a sowing needle than for a rich man to enter into the 

kingdom of God. Peter says in response, basically, “Who in the world then can be saved? Who then 

can enter into the kingdom of God if a rich person, who has it all, can’t? It’s impossible for anyone to 

be saved! Simply impossible!”  

How can anyone of us then enter into God’s kingdom on our own merit? If we have less odds 

of entering into God’s kingdom than a camel making its way through the eye of a needle, then we’re 

all doomed before we even get started. What the rich man last week didn’t understand, was that he 

was in need of God’s mercy when it came to attaining eternal life. He couldn’t be good enough to 

earn entrance into God’s kingdom and good grace. 

Friend, we’re incapable of entering into God’s kingdom. We’re incapable of pleasing him by 

our own efforts. But with that reality set in your mind, do not fear, for in Christ, 

GOD DOES THE IMPOSSIBLE! 

 Last week we heard the words of Jesus saying to the rich man to sell everything to the poor 

and follow him. And we find out that the man went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. In 

his mind, he couldn’t do what Jesus demands from him. It was impossible. Jesus called him to rely 

on God alone instead of his possessions. Mark records that when the man went away, Jesus looked 

around tentatively and said to his disciples, “‘How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to 

enter the kingdom of God!... Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom 
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of God.’” In response, the disciples were “amazed...exceedingly astonished” upon hearing Jesus’ 

words. In their minds, the disciples thought that the more money you have the better chance you had 

to enter into God’s favor. A lot of money equals a lot of blessings from God. The disciples believed 

like the man with much wealth. They’ve earned every penny. They’re self-efficient. They don’t need 

to receive anything. They have it all!  

 It’s in our nature not to admit, that we’re spiritually incapable of sustaining and saving 

ourselves. By nature, we all try to buckle up our bootstraps and put our best efforts to do what God 

demands from us. With this thinking, we go one or two ways. One way is that we eventually give up 

trying to please God by telling ourselves he doesn’t exist. Atheism. 

But the other way is worse than the Atheist. You see, we find out quickly that we don’t have 

what it takes, even though we try with all our might. We fall short to God’s demands. So, we despair 

and water down God’s demands. Or, we set up a system that demands less from God. Demands that 

are more “manageable.” And in the end, we’re actually convinced, like the rich man, that we’re 

doing enough to please God. Self-righteousness.  

Any of us, from time to time, self-righteous? I will admit, that I can fall into this thinking 

from time to time. I can think that if I do my devotions, finish my sermons, call this person, lead that 

Bible study, preach in the pulpit - basically doing all the things I need to do - God is surely pleased 

with me. I’m good to go. But you see, all of this “doing” is done out of fear. All these works are done 

because God demands it from me. And if I don’t do it (God will forgive yes, but I better do the right 

thing next time), God will eventually say that he’s run out of forgiveness. It’s been abused too much 

and too often. 

But here comes Jesus to say, “You can’t cancel me out of your life. You can’t imagine me 

away from existence. Keep trying by your own efforts, but you’re not going to make it into my 
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kingdom. In fact, an Antarctic blue whale, the biggest animal on the planet, weighing up to 400,000 

pounds (approximately 33 elephants) and reaching up to 98 feet in length, has a better chance of 

going through the eye of a needle, then you have in entering into my kingdom and good grace from 

your own efforts.”  

Jesus destroys the disciples thinking and causes them to cry out in despair, “‘Then who can 

be saved?’” The disciples realize, that under their way of thinking, no one can be saved. And they 

are exactly right. Those who want to be under the Law and demands of God, will not be saved. Not a 

one. For he demands from each and every one of us perfection. It’s impossible under the Law for 

anyone to be saved. This is why Jesus says, “‘With man it is impossible.’” The one who thinks he 

has what it takes to fulfill God’s demands, can’t be saved. God demands from us absolute perfection. 

And since no one is perfect, no one can be saved. 

But by the workings of God, “‘all things are possible.’” Since man can’t save himself, God 

must do all the work! Since God is righteous and demands perfection from his children, he had to 

send his Son in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ fulfilled all the demands from God. It’s 

through Jesus Christ by which one shall enter into the Father’s kingdom. This is why Jesus says that 

he is the door that all sheep must go through to enter. Jesus does the impossible thing that man 

cannot. He met all the demands by the Father in our place.  

It’s on account of Jesus’ merits that we enter into eternal life and his kingdom. It’s on 

account of his shed blood on the Cross that makes it possible for the pastor to say to you that your 

sins are forgiven. In baptism, the impossible happens. Your self-efficient nature, the nature that relies 

on itself, the nature that is convinced that it can do what is required from God, and the one that only 

looks upon the Father as a taskmaster – is put to death in the waters. Then the impossible happens 

again. Your new nature comes up out of the water and is holy and right before the Lord. It’s a new 

man and woman, that clings and trusts in Jesus Christ and his merits alone!  
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Now, when you hear his Word spoken and preached, the impossible keeps going. Your new 

heart is soft to his Word and therefore you cling to it in faith, and not in fear. Instead of God’s Word 

being a taskmaster, a book that demands, it becomes the Word that brings you into his rest. It frees 

you from the works of the demanding Law. Your free, because Jesus has done the work for you, and 

now you can enter into God’s restful kingdom. You can enter into his rest now, and into his eternal 

rest in his kingdom in the age to come. 

And finally, the impossible happens in the Lord’s Supper. Under the bread and wine, Jesus 

Christ is with you. His true body and blood are present as you eat and drink. They’re the very things 

that give you life in this moment, and in the ones that are to come. In his Supper, you may sit down 

and rest. No more demands from God, just receiving what your heavenly Father gives to you – his 

one and only Son who met all of the Father’s demands. 

All of us, those who are last – those who have given up their bodies to be here; those who’ve 

given up their reputation, their friends, and family for the gospel of Christ – will be first to enter into 

the age to come. We have left everything for him, because he gave up everything for us first.  

This is the Christian life friend. It’s the life of the impossible. For with God, all things are 

possible. He has done the impossible for you, and to you. He has forgiven you for his Son’s sake. He 

has given you a new heart. It’s a heart that relies upon the Father for all things in this life. It’s a heart 

that leaves all things behind, even the body. Because in the end, God will do the impossible by 

raising your body to new life, and you will enter into his kingdom of rest into the eternal age to 

come. 

Pastor Jon Carpenter 


